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extent worked up. The whole great body of native literature of every 
period, the information furnished by foreigners, the monuments, the 
modern conditions, have all to be ransacked, compared, criticised, and 
reduced. From original labor in a large part of this field, Mr. Wheeler, 
acknowledging his non-acquaintance with the Sanskrit, declares him- 
self shut out. Yet what can be done, even under such disadvantage, 
by one who is diligent in collecting and studying all materials attaina- 
ble at second hand, the results won by special scholars, — who is skilled 
in their combination, and possessed of a true feeling for the spirit of 
ancient times, — is shown in Duncker's History of Antiquity ( Geschichte 
des Alterthums). This author's picture of ancient India, though too 
constructive in its style, and sure to require amendment hereafter in 
many important particulars, is nevertheless the fullest, most faithful, 
and most attractive that we know ; it well deserves republication in 
an English version. Mr. Wheeler has followed the much easier course 
of extolling as all-sufficient that little portion of the needed material 
to which his attention has happened to be directed, and which was most 
readily accessible to him, and of ignoring the rest. 

But while we deny the justice of the title which our author has 
prefixed to his volume, we can yet commend it as an admirable and 
highly interesting epitome of the Mahabharata, the best that has been 
placed in the hands of English readers, and worthy to be recommended 
to the attention of all who are curious respecting that strange and 
remarkable product of the human mind. A Table of Contents of sixty- 
eight pages, and an Index of forty-two, both of excessive detail, drawn 
out with a truly lavish expenditure of labor, add much to its value, and 
to the ease with which it may be consulted and used. To receive 
a similar working up of the Bamayana will afford us high satisfaction. 



16. — Bibliolheca Americana ; A Dictionary of Books relating to 
America, from its Discovery to the Present Time. By Joseph Sabin. 
New York : Joseph Sabin. Philadelphia : John Campbell. Lon- 
don : N. Trubner & Co. 1867. 8vo. 

Four parts of this work have been issued by Mr. Sabin during 
the year 1867, embracing in all 384 pages. To show the extensive 
plan on which the work is projected we quote the language of the 
editor: "This work describes bibliographically, and in alphabetical 
order, all the books published in this country or abroad which relate 
to its History, — using the word in its widest meaning ; including the 
books described by Rich, Ternaux, White, Kennett, Faribault, Stevens, 
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Ludewig, Trubner, Troemel, Harrisse, Boucher de la Richardiere, 
Lowndes, Brunet, GraBsse, and, indeed, all known bibliographers, 
besides the contents of the catalogues of all the public and many 
of the private libraries in this country, which pertain to the subject." 

As an indication of the manner in which this plan has thus far been 
executed, it may be stated that the letter A takes up 340 pages of the 
parts thus far issued. From the examination we have been able to 
give to this work, we have formed the most favorable opinion of it. It 
seems to be prepared with care and learning, and if completed on the 
plan of which we have here the first-fruits, the work will prove indis- 
pensable to all American scholars and book collectors. 

As has been stated, the works are arranged under the names of au- 
thors, " and, in the case of anonymous writers, under the most obvious 
subject or title." Where a book is published anonymously, and the 
writer is known, the work is entered also under the name of the author, 
which is given in brackets. The notes which are appended to many of 
the curious books show great care, and are an important feature in the 
plan. Review notices of important books are referred to, and a capital 
letter preceding the number of the books indicates the public library 
in which it may be found. 

We wish all success to Mr. Sabin's undertaking. The work is beau- 
tifully printed, on fine laid paper, by the Bradstreet Press. 



17. — The Life of Timothy Pickering. By his Son, Octavius Pick- 
ering. Vol.1. Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1867. pp. xx., 549. 

A work of filial piety is, in this volume, well begun. Nor is it 
merely a work of duty to a father, but to the truth of history also, 
and the public memory of a man who was deservedly prominent dur- 
ing the Revolution and the formative period of our government. 
Colonel Pickering was a person of earnest, even bitter convictions ; 
and he had a frankness in expressing them which made him peculiarly 
the object of political slander in days when it was, if possible, more 
unscrupulous than now. He was a good hater, and had something of 
the Puritan habit of looking upon opinions as wicked which were, at 
worst, only mistaken. He was what the Scotch call a dour man, — 
one whose conscientiousness may become hardness and sternness, es- 
pecially where duty is concerned, and whose beliefs are not long in 
stiffening into prejudices. He could not think well of a democrat, or 
of a Frenchman after '89. He was one of the leaders of that Federal 
party, strong in character and ability, — the most respectable party we 



